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LOVE TREE 2016 
It’s about time again for us to put up the LOVE Tree at the Gal-

leria Mall. This is a wonderful time of year for many reasons, but 

we get so excited knowing that each year we have this awe-

some opportunity to partner with the Johnstown community in 

support of our programs! 

This year, the LOVE Tree will be open from November 26 - 

December 24. As you may know, in order for the LOVE Tree 

to run, we rely on our amazing and faithful volunteers to collect 

donations. This is a great way to give back during the hustle 

and bustle of the holidays. 

Any time given to the LOVE Tree is time well spent because 

everything we receive goes to support our ministries, in-

cluding the Franklin Street Food Pantry, Project Shoes, Bridges 

out of Poverty, Bundles of Joy and the Care Program. So all 

monies collected go to support and assist under-resourced indi-

viduals, families, and children in the Johnstown District.   

If you or your organization is interested in setting aside a few 

hours to collect donations at the LOVE TREE, or even providing 

volunteers for a whole day this holiday season, please call our 

office at (814) 539-2633.  

 

 
 

GETTING AHEAD 
We are getting ready to form our spring 2017 Getting 

Ahead classes! Spaces are limited and are filled on a 

first come, first served basis.  

Getting Ahead is a 5 month program for individuals 

who are ready to make lasting change as they navigate 

their own pathways out of poverty. Participants attend 

weekly group sessions and gain skills, knowledge and 

connections which they can apply to their own future 

stories.  

We have seen individuals achieve tremendous growth 

and success through this program. If you or someone 

you know is interested, please call our office at (814) 

539-2633 to receive more info and an application. For 

more info, you can also visit our website at  

umhumanservices.org/bridges-to-success. 

MINI LOVE TREES 
We are also looking for churches or organizations who 

are willing to host “Mini LOVE Trees” through the 

month of December. This is simply setting up a Christ-

mas Tree at your location and allowing individuals who 

make a donation to hang a heart on that tree. You can 

contact our office for more information on that as well.  
 

HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON!! 

THE LOVE TREE WILL BE AT THE GALLERIA MALL IN 

RICHLAND FROM NOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 24  
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 
Several years ago, Mellanie McDowell, was led to pray 
that God would allow her to “feed people.” She didn’t 
know how God would answer this prayer because, as she 
says, she doesn’t cook. She continued to pray for God to 
fill that desire, and God who is ever-faithful, answered 
that prayer in a unique way. 

When Mellanie became a member of the United Method-
ist Human Services Board of Directors a few months ago, 
she started to learn more about our programs, and some-
thing struck a chord. She realized that the Franklin Street 
Food Pantry, which is always in need of donations, was 
the perfect place to “feed people.”  

Ever since, Mellanie, along with her co-worker Andrea 
Walkowski, have been gathering donations of food items 
as well as plastic bags and making bi-monthly drop offs.  

When her co-worker Andrea Walkowski heard what Mel-
lanie was doing, she realized she was lacking in this area 
and asked if she could help. Andrea said that she wanted 
to help her friend and “bless others in a way God would 
want me to.” They used social media to get their friends 
involved as well.  

Mellanie said the scripture Galatians 6:10 keeps her moti-
vated to give joyfully. "Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all people, especially to those who be-
long to the family of believers” (Gal. 6:10). 

 
 
 

DOLLAR GENERAL  
SERVING OTHERS AWARD 

If you’ve been around the Franklin Street Food 

Pantry at any point in the last several years, you 

probably know Barb Hunt. Barb has been volun-

teering at the food pantry since 2009, and has 

been serving as the director since 2011.  

Each week, she is the on-site coordinator of dis-

tribution at the food pantry. In addition to that, 

she generally spends ten or more hours each 

week shopping for food and supplies, as well as 

placing orders, coordinating deliveries and com-

pleting the paperwork necessary to keep the 

pantry up and running.  

We are extremely grateful for Barb and all that 

she does, so we were delighted to find out that 

she was one of only eight national recipients of 

the “2016 Dollar General Serving Others Award.” 

This award is given to employees of Dollar Gen-

eral Stores who have proven outstanding dedica-

tion to volunteerism in their hometowns. Barb 

and the other seven recipients were flown to 

Nashville, Tennessee where the August 9th 

award ceremony took place.  

In addition to the award, Dollar General Corpora-

tion made a generous $2,500 contribution to the 

Franklin Street Food Pantry in Barb’s name.  

We are so thankful  for Barb and for all she does! 

We believe that she, of all people, truly deserved 

this award, and that it couldn’t have gone to a 

better person!!  

 

We are always in need of donations of non-
perishable foods as well as used plastic grocery 
bags. Please call our office to arrange a drop-off.   

LEFT TO RIGHT: DENINE TORR (SENIOR DIRECTOR OF COM-

MUNITY INITIATIVES), BARB HUNT, AND TODD VASOS (CEO) 

ANDREA WALKOWSKI (LEFT) AND MELLANIE MCDOWELL 

(RIGHT) POSE WITH ONE OF THEIR DONATION DROPS 
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DINE TO DONATE 
Eat to Support Project Shoes! 

If you like to eat out after church, we invite you 

to mark your calendar to dine with a purpose 

this coming February! 

On Sunday, February 26, 2017, UMHS will be 

participating in Hoss’s “Dine to Donate” fund-

raiser. Hoss’s will donate a portion of the cost of 

all meals credited to us on that day at their 

Johnstown and Ebensburg locations. All pro-

ceeds we receive will go to our Project Shoes 

Program. 

If you’d like to be a part of this 

day and dine with a pur-

pose, contact our office 

at 539-2633 or by email 

at office@umhumanservices.org.  

We are excited to report that our Project Shoes pro-

gram has continued to grow this year, allowing us to 

help even more children obtain adequate footwear! It 

is a great feeling to know that we are helping to ad-

dress this overlooked problem among the children in 

the Johnstown District! 

CONCERNS ADDRESSED 

With the growth of Project Shoes, we have heard 

some concerns about misuse of the shoe cards. We 

have worked together with the management of our 

local Payless Stores in order to ensure the cards are 

redeemed for the children they are intended. 

LOCAL YOUTH PITCH IN 

Our goal with Project Shoes is to see that no child in 

our district goes without shoes. Emerge Youth at 

Oakland United Methodist Church are stepping 

up to the plate in helping us to achieve this goal! The 

youth group, led by Pastor Jeremy Barkley, has be-

gun taking weekly donations in support of this pro-

gram. We are both blessed and impressed by these 

youth’s generosity and purposefulness in joining with 

us in this fight!  

HOW CAN YOU JOIN THE FIGHT? 

We do a lot of fundraising to support Project Shoes, 

but we are always blessed to accept much-needed 

private donations for this program! If you’d like to do-

nate to Project Shoes, checks can be mailed to our 

office (address on back page). Be sure to write 

“Project Shoes” on the memo line. Or if you’d like, 

you can also donate online by visiting  

umhumanservices.org/donate.  

MONTHLY SPONSORS 

We are also now looking for “Project Shoes 

Sponsors” who pledge to sponsor one child a month 

at the cost of $30. This will provide one child a month 

with the opportunity to receive new footwear. Contact 

our office to sign up for this exciting new opportunity! 

Sponsorship donations can be mailed into our office 

monthly or given online at the web address above. 

We can also set you up with automatic payments if 

you would prefer. If you’d like more information on 

the program, please contact us by email at  

office@umhumanservices.org or by phone at  

(814) 539-2633.   

 

BUNDLES OF JOY  
FROM UM WOMEN 
The United Methodist Women have faithfully 
donated diapers, wipes, clothing, blankets, and 
other various baby care items, and this year 
was no exception.  

On Thursday, October 20, Joy had the oppor-
tunity to go spend a little time with them at their 
annual fall meeting. We were so blessed by the 
diapers, wipes, clothing and other baby supplies 
the women donated! 

These items are used to help under-resourced 
mothers of infants and toddlers with some of the 
needs of  their young children.  

We say a heartfelt “THANK YOU” to the UM 
Women for their generosity and continued sup-
port!! 

We are always in need of  wipes, as well as 
larger sized diapers (sizes 4, 5 & 6). Please call 
our office to find out more.  

PROJECT SHOES 

Celebrating Continued Growth! 



CONTACT US 
United Methodist Human Services 

510 Locust Street 

Johnstown, PA 15901 

 

PHONE (814) 539-2633 

FAX (814) 539-8034 

EMAIL 

office@umhumanservices.org 

WEBSITE 

umhumanservices.org 

FACEBOOK 
facebook.com/johnstowndistrictumhs 

Our 2nd Annual Spring Fundraising Banquet will be held on 

March 31, 2017 at the Holiday Inn Banquet Room in Down-

town Johnstown.  

We had an amazing turn-out and a great time of fellowship at 

our 2016 Spring Banquet, and we’re preparing to do the same 

this year! This is a time to learn more about UMHS, network 

with others, and see how you can support the work that God is 

doing through us here in the Johnstown District of the UMC.  

If you are interested in attending the event, please contact 

our office to reserve your spot. Seats are limited and will be 

reserved on a first come, first served basis. Don’t miss your 

chance to see what God is doing through UMHS! 
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