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LOVE TREE 2015 
Thank you to all who helped or contributed to the LOVE 

Tree this year! God is always faithful and it’s a joy to see 

Him provide! The LOVE Tree was open at the Galleria 

Mall from Friday, November 27 through Thursday, De-

cember 24 and during that time we received $4,455 in 

Galleria donations!! 

The LOVE Tree could not operate without the many 

amazing volunteers who come and give of their time. Vol-

unteers come largely from the different United Methodist 

Churches in our area, as well as through other churches, 

organizations, and individuals.  

This year we added a new ornament to the tree. For a 

$30 gift, donors could hang a shoe shaped ornament on 

the tree and sponsor a Project Shoes child. For more info 

on Project Shoes, see the article on page 5. 

The LOVE Tree is our last fundraiser each year, and it’s 

always exciting to see the community come together, giv-

ing of their time and resources, in order to support and 

contribute to the important work God is doing through our 

organization. Thanks again!! 

Highmark Walk 
This year United Methodist Human Services will be partic-

ipating in a new fundraiser, the Highmark Walk. Partici-

pants collect pledges and then join us for either a 5k or 1 

mile walk in downtown Johnstown.  

There will be food, bands, prizes, and activities for kids at 

the event, so it’s sure to be a fun day for all involved! 

One of the exciting things about the Highmark Walk is that 

because the event is sponsored by Highmark, who has 

underwritten all the event expenses, 100% of the funds 

we raise will go directly to our organization!  

For more information on joining us in the walk, contact  

joy@unitedmethodisthumanservices.org. You can also 

check our website for a link to join in or donate!  
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Getting Ahead 

We are into our second cycle of Getting Ahead. This spring 

we are running 3 Getting Ahead cohorts simultaneously; one 

at New Day, one at Calvary UMC in the West End, and one at 

Head Start’s Gallitzin location.  In total, there are 18 individu-

als enrolled. The classes began in late January and are set to 

conclude at the end of May.  

Getting Ahead is a program designed for individuals in pov-

erty to build the resources they need to break this vicious cy-

cle. Participants are given the opportunity through learning 

and discussion to build their own pathways out of poverty to-

ward a more prosperous life for themselves, their families, 

and their communities.   

We are encouraged by the transformational change we have 

seen as result of Getting Ahead. This program has been prov-

en to have profound impact in extremely high poverty areas 

nationwide. What an honor to come alongside individuals as 

they gain hope, resources and support that positions them to 

walk in the fullness of God’s plan and purpose for their lives. 

In our first cycle of Getting Ahead, six individuals were taken 

through the program. One graduate obtained better employ-

ment and was able to purchase a reliable, used vehicle. An-

other graduate is now co-facilitating 2 of our 3 current cohorts.  

We are so excited to be taking these 18 students through 

Getting Ahead this Spring and are looking forward to seeing 

further growth and positive outcomes! We know the potential 

of this program and believe God is going to use it for His glory 

in the Johnstown District!! 

First Getting Ahead class at their graduation celebration in 2015 

Bridges Financial 
Management Course 
 

Getting Ahead graduates, also known 

as Partner Families, will have the oppor-

tunity to take their next step in “staying 

ahead” by participating a in a ten week 

Bridges Financial Management (BFM) 

Course.  

 

This course consists of ten weekly two- 

hour classes led by community partners 

from the banking industry. BFM Course 

meets individuals where they are in life 

and provides accessible information. 

 

Topics Covered: 

 Getting Organized 

 Creating Spending Plans 

 Plugging Spending Leaks 

 Interest Rates 

 Credit Reports and Repair 

 Borrowing 

 Saving 

 Renting or Owning a Home 

 Bankruptcy 

 Avoiding Financial Predators 

 

We believe this program will be huge for 

the partner families who participate. It 

will provide them with the opportunity to 

increase their knowledge in key areas of 

financial management and apply those 

areas to their lives. This knowledge will 

assist them as they move out of poverty 

toward a more sustainable future for 

themselves and their families.  
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Project Shoes 

If you talk to a guidance counselor or teacher 

in most schools, they will likely be able to tell 

you stories about kids coming to school with 

too-small shoes, too-large shoes, shoes with 

holes, even flip-flops on a snowy day.  

Believe it or not, these things are happening 

around us everyday. Children in 40 area 

schools have received shoes from our Pro-

ject Shoes program.  

We recently talked to Heather Thomas, 

school counselor at Westmont Elementary 

School. When discussing the importance of 

Project Shoes, Heather said, “We all walk 

everyday on our feet. . . if you can’t be com-

fortable on your feet, and you can’t have dry 

feet in cold weather, or wet weather. . . that 

starts your day off on a pretty miserable 

note. And a lot of these kids that are receiv-

ing these cards have a lot of other stuff in 

their lives that’s pretty miserable.” Project 

Shoes allows school counselors and staff 

like Heather help kids to start their day on 

the right foot.  

One of the great things about Project Shoes 

is that it’s not only helping to fill a basic and 

necessary need for under-resourced chil-

dren, it’s helping to grow their self-esteem 

and allowing them to be healthier as a whole 

person, which goes a long way to helping to 

build their future. 

Historically, the annual budget for Project 

Shoes has been around $5,000. Over the 

past several years, this number has been on 

the rise as both awareness of our program 

as well as the need has increased. In 2015, 

586 cards were distributed for a total invest-

ment of $13,150.  

The need for this program is greater than 

ever. We are so happy to have a way to 

meet this need in area kid’s lives and we 

couldn’t do it without your support. Thank 

you to all who have supported Project 

Shoes! You really are making a difference!! 

Project Shoes supplies area children with $30 and $40 gift cards to Payless  

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT AND 

SHARE OUR NEW PROJECT SHOES 

VIDEO! IT CAN BE FOUND ON OUR 

WEBSITE AT... 

Above: A thank you note from a family of 8 who  

received Project Shoes gift cards for their children.  

unitedmethodisthumanservices.org/project-shoes 
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 Associate Director 

 joy@unitedmethodisthumanservices.org 
 

Joy’s Favorites 
Color  

      How can I choose? I love all the colors! 

TV Show 

      The Office & Parks and Recreation 

Drink  

      Coffee and water, in that order. 

Scripture 

1 Peter 2:9,10  — For you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you 

may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of the 

darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a peo-

ple but are now the people of God, who had not obtained 

mercy but now have obtained mercy.  

AND WHAT DOES 

THE LORD  
REQUIRE OF YOU? TO  

ACT JUSTLY & 

L O V E  

MERCY & 

WALK HUMBLY 
W I T H  Y O U R   

G O D  

M I C A H  6 : 8  

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: THYRA BERG, KARA KETLEY, JOY BAKER 

MEET OUR STAFF 

 Office Manager 

 frontdesk@unitedmethodisthumanservices.org 
 

Thyra’s Favorites 
Color  
      Blue or Orange 
TV Show 
      Tree House Masters 
Drink  
      Sweet Tea 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture 
Romans 8:31-39 —  What, then, shall we say in response to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? . . . 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than con-
querors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 Director 

 kara@unitedmethodisthumanservices.org 
 Kara’s Favorites 

Color  
      Green 
TV Show 
      Sherlock, Fixer Upper & Downton Abbey 
Drink  
      Unsweetened Iced Tea 
 

Scripture 
Isaiah 42:3-4 
 A bruised reed he will not break, 
      and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
 In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
      he will not falter or be discouraged 
  till he establishes justice on earth.  

KARA KETLEY 

JOY BAKER 

THYRA BERG 
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     A Word from our Associate Director 
     Joy Baker 
Hello! I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself 
and share a bit of my heart with you. I have been working 
at UMHS as Associate Director since mid-October.  

I grew up at Oakland United Methodist Church in John-
stown where I also served as Director of Children’s Minis-
tries for four years. Currently in addition to working at 
UMHS, I serve as Director of Ministries at Bridge to Life 
Church in Johnstown and I have a Master’s Degree in 
Christian Leadership from Liberty Theological Seminary.  

Starting out at UMHS, I knew that God had opened up this 
amazing opportunity for me, but to be honest, I didn’t know 
what He was getting me into!  

In these past few months as I’ve learned about what we do, 
who we serve, and what our reach is, I have come to real-
ize what an amazing organization this is and how awesome 
the work is that God is doing through our agency. I am 
overwhelmed with gratitude and humbled that God would 
allow me to be a part of His work in such an important way!! 
I know the potential is so great and I can’t wait to see how 
God will continue to use this organization for great things! 

I’ve grown up in Johnstown and always had a burden and a 
passion for this city and the surrounding area. I fully believe 
that God has a great plan for this area! 

The struggles and obstacles being faced in this area have 
become even more real to me since starting at UMHS. But 
even in the times when the situation looks hopeless, I stand 
firm in the knowledge that God is bigger than the poverty 
and crime and brokenness that we see everyday.  

And not only is He bigger, He is able. He is able to prosper 
us and build us up and to advance us! He is able to deliver 
our area from a seemingly hopeless community to one filled 
with hope and strength and purpose– the thriving place, so 
full of life that many remember, and many have only heard 
about!! I know that God still has a plan for this area and the 
great people living here. 

As I’ve come to better understand what we’re up against, 
I’ve realized more and more the need for His church to rise 
up and work together for the greater good. At UMHS, we 
deal with poverty and brokenness hands-on everyday.  

Through our Project Shoes program, we help put warm, 
dry, well fitting shoes on the feet of under-resourced chil-
dren in our community, many of whom don’t even have one 
pair of shoes that fit.  

I recently had the opportunity to help make a promotional 
video for Project Shoes and I had the chance to hear from 
some of the schools that use the program. There are so 
many amazing stories of how this program has helped 
these kids, not only in the area of safety, but also in the 
area of self-esteem. That’s huge for kids in their formative 
years to be proud instead of ashamed about the shoes on 
their feet. 

Another of our programs I’m becoming familiar with and 
that I’m super excited about is our Getting Ahead program. 
Through it, individuals are empowered to overcome the 
cycle of poverty and move toward self sufficiency. Helping 
those in crisis is so important, and is absolutely God’s work, 
but equipping people to be able to do for themselves gives 
us such a further reach and is such a huge opportunity. It’s 
helping people work toward ending the cycle of poverty 
instead of trying to operate from within it. 

And as a Christian organization, we have the exciting op-
portunity to do all this as a way to show God’s love to peo-
ple who are faced with a broken loveless world on daily 
basis. What a great way to share God’s love with people in 
a vital and tangible way!! 

I grew up in the United Methodist Church and I know what 
an amazing church full of loving, serving, huge hearted 
people it is! As a part of the UM Church, I am so optimistic 
of the capacity we have to reach more and more of the bro-
ken hurting people in the Johnstown District! 

If you’d like to know more about what we do as an agency, 
or are interested in how you can be a part of what God is 
doing through UMHS, please feel free to contact me at 
joy@unitedmethodisthumanservices.org or at our office at 
(814) 539-2633.  

Thank you so much for your financial support, service, and 
prayers!! We cannot do this alone, but together with your 
support, we will see God do amazing things!!  

  Blessings!! 
   Joy  

2016 UMHS  
Board of Directors 
Rev. Alyce Weaver Dunn Executive Director 

Rev. Bruce Griffith Chairperson 

Rev. Terry Knipple Vice Chair 

Rev. Linda Lacovic Secretary 

Rev. Adam Dotts Treasurer 

Rev. Wendy Henderson Pastor at Large 

Kit Miller Laity at Large 

Laura Miller Laity at Large 

Tim Rigby Laity at Large 

Beverly Thompson Laity at Large 

“I CAN DO THINGS YOU CANNOT, 
YOU CAN DO THINGS I CANNOT;  
TOGETHER WE CAN DO GREAT 
THINGS.”                -MOTHER TERESA 



CONTACT US 
Please feel free to contact us with 

questions or to receive more infor-

mation about services and programs 

we offer.  

United Methodist Human Services 

510 Locust Street 

Johnstown, PA 15901 

PHONE (814) 539-2633 

FAX (814)539-8034 

 

frontdesk@unitedmethodisthumanservices.org 

unitedmethodisthumanservices.org 

facebook.com/johnstowndistrictumhs 

Chillin’ For  
Charity 2016! 
 

Chillin’ For Charity is right around the corner!! On February 13th, hundreds of 

brave people will gather on the shore of the Quemehoming Dam, anxiously 

awaiting their turn to take an icy cold dip in order to raise money for their favorite 

charity!  

All of our proceeds will go to our Project Shoes Program! If you would like to join 

in on the fun and help area kids to have warm, dry shoes, we have great news: 

you can!!  

To donate to our team or join our team, please visit us at  

classy.org/fundraise/team?ftid=68196.  

Or if you’d like to build a virtual team of your own, visit us at  

classy.org/hollsopple/events/united-methodist-human-services/e57796  

and click on the green “BECOME A FUNDRAISER” box.  

You do not have to be present at the event to help in any of the above 

ways. Donations are being received online or via check to our office (memo 

“Chillin’ for Charity”) now through February 29, 2016.  
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