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HIGHMARK WALK 

On June 11, UMHS participated in the Highmark Walk, 

which took place in downtown Johnstown. All of the 

funds we raised at the event go directly to our Project 

Shoes program. 

We had about thirty walkers come support us and walk 

for UMHS, and beautiful weather that morning! Our walk-

ers raised approximately $1500 in total! 

In addition to the funds raised by walkers, we are excited 

to share with you that Payless ShoeSource, District A5B 

Pittsburgh, awarded us with a $5,000 corporate 

sponsorship for the event!! This was such a huge 

blessing and will go a long way in helping us to continue 

this wonderful program! 

Project Shoes is a program that provides new, well-fitting 

footwear to under-resourced children in over 40 schools 

within the Johnstown District. In 2015 we distributed over 

500 shoe cards to area children! This ever-expanding 

program requires constant attention, and we are so 

thankful for the support that was raised through this 

event!!  

If you would like to become a monthly Project Shoes 

Sponsor at a $30 or $40 level and help us to continue 

serving the youth of our district in this overlooked and 

vital way, donations and sponsorships can be mailed to 

our office. Please call (814) 539-2633 for more info.  

FRANKLIN STREET FOOD PANTRY  
Dollar General Volunteer Award 
We are pleased to announce that Barb Hunt, our amazing Food 

Pantry Coordinator, has been selected to receive the Dollar 

General Community Initiatives “Serving Others” Award! Barb 

has been faithfully serving in the Franklin Street Food Pantry for 

four years and we are so excited that she was honored with this 

recognition!! 

Along with the Award, Dollar General Store is donating $2,500 

to our food pantry, which Barb will receive at a Special ceremo-

ny in Tennessee. Huge congratulations goes to Barb!!! 

Donations Needed 
In years past, we benefitted from the Feinstein Challenge as a 

substantial portion of our supply. This year the focus of the Fein-

stein Challenge has shifted, and although it is still a worthy 

cause, we will no longer benefit from the Feinstein Challenge.  

We are asking that you please keep us on your donation lists. 

The major items we always need are: Spaghetti & Sauce, 

Peanut Butter, Cereal, and Canned Soup. We will gratefully 

accept these as well as any other donations of non-perishable 

items. Also, if you could think of us and save your plastic gro-

cery bags, that would be a blessing as well!  

Highmark Walk on June 11, 2016 
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STAYING AHEAD 
Bridges Financial Management Course 
This spring we held our first “Bridges Financial Management 

Course” (BFMC). This course allows participants to increase their 

financial knowledge and resources and is open to individuals who 

have completed Getting Ahead. Eleven Getting Ahead Graduates 

participated in and completed this ten-week course.  

Participants gained valuable information and perspective from pre-

senters who represented Somerset Trust, Northwest Savings, First 

Summit Bank, and Harold Shepley and Associates.  

Many people have had bad experiences with banks in the past and 

have learned not to trust banks. One of the major benefits of this 

course was that participants were able to build trust and relationship 

with individuals from financial institutions, and begin to build up 

healthy perspectives and relationships in that area.  

The next BFMC will begin in the fall of 2016. 

How Much Of Yourself Do You Own? 

This fall we will also be introducing our second Staying Ahead 

course, “How Much of Yourself Do You Own?”  

This course, also available to graduates of Getting Ahead, is a great 

support to our graduates, adding more depth to their experience and 

guiding them through the process of getting rid of ‘emotional trash.’  

One graduate of the “How Much of Yourself Do You Own Program” 

said, “I didn’t realize that I was carrying so much emotional garbage 

around with me until I went through this material. . . . I came to un-

derstand what I needed to now do to invest in myself emotionally.” 

We are so excited for the opportunity to launch this new course and 

believe that it will provide the next level of growth for those seeking 

to continue moving forward in getting ahead and staying ahead in 

their lives. 

Johnstown Getting Ahead Graduation Celebration on June 13 

GETTING AHEAD 
We were very busy this spring taking 

three separate groups through the 

Getting Ahead Class. We finished 

strong with 18 graduates in all! Many 

of our graduates have expressed ex-

citement over the positive changes 

they’ve achieved in their lives 

throughout the course, and new-

found optimism and hope for their 

futures! 

Throughout the duration of the 

course, we saw participants obtain 

better jobs, purchase vehicles and 

get repairs to existing vehicles, ob-

tain safer more stable living situa-

tions, and achieve improvement in 

many other areas of their lives.  

After completing the program, one 

participant said, “I hope that Getting 

Ahead will be available for others all 

over to help make a difference. And 

as we come together, we can make 

changes.” Getting Ahead really does 

change perspectives and show peo-

ple that they do have a voice and 

they can make a difference in their 

lives, in their communities, and in the 

world! 

Classes are now forming for the fall 

2016 cycle. We are expecting to facili-

tate two classes this fall, so space is 

limited. If you or someone you know 

is interested in participating in the 

course, contact our office as soon as 

possible  for more information or to 

receive an application.  
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FIRST ANNUAL UMHS SPRING BANQUET 

 We held our first annual spring banquet on Friday, April 8, 2016 at the Pitt Johnstown’s Conference Center. 

The opening remarks and prayer were offered by Board Vice President, Pastor Terry Knipple of Franklin Street United 

Methodist Church. Following the meal, Kara Ketley, Executive Director of UMHS honored our faithful volunteers and 

gave special recognition to Barb Hunt for her ongoing faithful service of our Franklin Street Food Pantry. Barb has been 

faithfully running the Food Pantry on a volunteer basis for the past four years.  

Kara, along with Joy Baker, Associate Director of UMHS, then offered a presentation of our programs and our guests 

had the opportunity to view our recently produced Getting Ahead and Project Shoes videos. Bruce Griffith, UMHS Board 

President, concluded the evening with closing remarks and prayer.  

It was an amazing and blessed evening. We are so pleased that our guests were able to hear about the new directions 

in which God has been leading us and join together in a time of fellowship! 

UMHS SPRING 
BANQUET 

April 8, 2016 



CONTACT US 
United Methodist Human Services 

510 Locust Street 

Johnstown, PA 15901 

 

PHONE (814) 539-2633 

FAX (814) 539-8034 

EMAIL 

office@umhumanservices.org 

WEBSITE 

umhumanservices.org 

FACEBOOK 
facebook.com/johnstowndistrictumhs 

NEWSLETTER UPDATES: 
YOUR RESPONSE IS REQUESTED 
Over the next several months we will be updating our newsletter mailing list. 

We would love to continue to keep you informed as to what the Lord is doing 

through our organization, but we understand if you don’t want to receive the 

newsletter anymore. Please let us know if you want to be removed from the 

mailing list by contacting us by phone at (814)539-2633 or  by email at  

office@umhumanservices.org. Also, we are aware that spelling errors can 

occur, so please feel free to contact us with corrections to your name or ad-

dress information. 

In the future we will be offering a digital version of our newsletter. Digital cop-

ies will be emailed out instead of delivered through USPS. If you have an 

email address and receive correspondence this way, we ask you to consider 

switching to this option, which is not only more environmentally friendly, but 

will also help cut our printing costs and enable us to direct more of our re-

sources directly to the people we serve. If you’re interested in this option, 

please email us at office@umhumanservices.org. 

Thank you so much for your continued support!! 
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